
Retirement communities have often been misunderstood, with numerous myths and misconcep-
tions clouding their true value. As real estate agents, it’s essential to have a clear understanding of these 
communities to better serve clients considering this lifestyle option. This article aims to dispel common 
myths about retirement communities and provide a factual perspective to aid in guiding potential 
residents.

Misconception 1: Retirement Communities Are Only for the Very Old

One of the most prevalent misconceptions is that retirement communities cater exclusively to 
the very old. In reality, these communities welcome a diverse age range, typically starting at 55. Many 
younger retirees seek out these communities to enjoy an active lifestyle without the burdens of home 
maintenance. This environment provides opportunities for socialization, fitness activities, and hobbies 
that attract not just the elderly but also younger, more active retirees. According to Texas REALTORS, 55+ 
communities have a significant impact on the aging population by offering amenities and social opportu-
nities that support a healthy and active lifestyle.

Misconception 2: Retirement Communities Are Depressing Places

Another common myth is that retirement communities are dull and depressing. This couldn’t be 
further from the truth. Modern retirement communities are designed to foster a vibrant and active 
lifestyle. Residents often have access to amenities such as swimming pools, fitness centers, golf courses, 

and even cultural activities like art classes and music 
events. These communities prioritize creating a lively 
atmosphere that promotes health and well-being. 
Texas Health and Human Services’ “Aging Texas Well” 
initiative highlights how these communities focus on 
enhancing the quality of life for older adults through 
engagement and activities that promote well-being and 
social interaction.

Misconception 3: Lack of Independence

A major concern for many is the fear of losing in-

dependence. Contrary to this belief, retirement communities offer various living arrangements that cater 
to different levels of independence. From fully independent living units to assisted living and memory 
care, residents can choose the level of support they need. This flexibility allows individuals to main-
tain their independence while having access to assistance if required. The National Institute on Aging 
emphasizes that these options help residents feel secure and supported, knowing that help is available if 
needed, without compromising their autonomy.

Misconception 4: Expensive and Only for the Wealthy

There’s a widespread belief that retirement communities are prohibitively expensive and only 
accessible to the wealthy. While it’s true that some luxury communities come with a high price tag, there 
are many affordable options available. When compared to the combined costs of maintaining a home, 
paying property taxes, and covering utilities and maintenance, retirement communities can be a cost-ef-
fective solution. Additionally, many communities offer various pricing plans and financial assistance 
programs to make them more accessible. Texas REALTORS provides insight into the diverse pricing 
structures and financial models that make these communities attainable for a broader range of seniors.

Misconception 5: Limited Social Interaction

Some people think that moving to a retirement community means a loss of social connections. On 
the contrary, these communities are designed to encourage social interaction and community engage-
ment. From organized events and group outings to common dining areas and clubs, residents have 
numerous opportunities to build friendships and participate in communal activities. This social engage-
ment is crucial for mental and emotional well-being, especially as people age. Texas Health and Human 
Services notes the positive impact of social interaction on mental health, emphasizing how retirement 
communities foster a sense of belonging and reduce the risk of isolation.

Understanding the realities of retirement communities is crucial for real estate agents who guide 
clients through their housing options. By dispelling these common misconceptions, agents can help 
clients make informed decisions that enhance their quality of life. Retirement communities offer diverse, 
vibrant, and supportive environments that cater to a wide range of needs and preferences, making them 
a viable and attractive option for many retirees. With the right information, real estate agents can play a 
key role in helping clients find a community that aligns with their lifestyle and needs.
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*Total flex cash varies by community. Flex cash available To-Be-Built contracts written between June 14th 
and July 14th 2024 and the discount can be applied towards design, structural, and/or lot premium. See an 
M/I Homes New Home Consultant for more details. Offer subject to change without notice. Available on new 
business only to new customers not currently under contract with M/I Homes. **The buyer is to receive up 
to 5% of the homes base price to use with M/I Financial, LLC on any home purchased between June 14th 
and July 14th 2024. Please see a New Home Consultant for more information and details. Buyer must use 
M/I Financial, LLC in order to qualify for this full incentive as the first 3% is tied to using M/I Financial. Buyer 
must have a 10% or more down payment in order to receive the full 5% contribution. The seller’s contribution 
is limited to agency limits which depend on the loan program and LTV. Buyer must submit loan application 
within 48 hours of writing the contract. Buyer must occupy the property and meet all the qualification 
requirements. Offer subject to change without notice. Available on new business only to new customers not 
currently under contract with M/I Homes. Financing is offered through M/I Financial, LLC (NMLS# 50684). 
Cannot be combined with any other M/I Financial, LLC incentive. Please see a New Home Consultant for 
more information and details. ***Below Market Rate as compared to the weekly Freddie Mac Primary Mortgage 
Market Survey.

SalesAustin@mihomes.com

mihomes.com/SaveByTheBell

PLUS all sales receive 5% of your loan 
amount to use with M/I Financial!**

BEST PRICES ON ALL HOMES 
THAT CAN CLOSE BY

Sept. 30th!

Up to $50,000 in flex cash when you 
purchase a To-Be-Built home before 

the school year starts!*

Can be used to towards reducing the cost of: Design 
Selections, Structural Options or the Lot Premium 
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It is our pleasure to be a member of ABoR, 
WCREALTORS, HBA, and have been designated as 
an honorary member of the WCR Austin Chapter. 
We are equally proud to be a Major Investor in 
TREPAC (2019, 2020). 

In advertising or editorial copy, RealtyLine is 
not responsible for viewpoints, facts, or errors 
expressed by non-staff writers. REALTOR® is 
a registered trademark. There are times when 
REALTOR® appears in this publication without 
the registered trademark symbol (®). A registered 
trademark should be assumed whenever the 
word REALTOR® appears in this publication.
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Representation Agreement(s).

3. NEW Amendment to Real Estate Listing Agreement 
(Unlock MLS) - An evergreen amendment to be used 
with Exclusive Right to Sell Agreement(s). 

4. NEW Amendment To Residential Real Estate Listing 
Agreement (NAR Settlement Compliance) - An 
amendment intended to be used in conjunction with 
active listing agreements executed prior to August 
13 that includes the required disclosures under the 
new Unlock MLS rules taking effect August 13. Use of 
this amendment will bring current agreements into 
compliance with the new Unlock MLS rules and the 
requirements of the NAR settlement. 

5. NEW Residential Listing Agreement Exclusive Right 
to Lease - This agreement is a contract between a 
landlord and a real estate broker, granting the broker 
the exclusive right to lease the landlord’s property.

6. NEW Residential Listing Agreement Exclusive Right 
to Sell - The Exclusive Right to Sell Agreement is a 
binding contract between a property seller and a real 
estate broker. It grants the broker the exclusive right 
to market and sell the property. Let’s dive into the key 
sections and important legal points under Texas real 
estate law.

7. NEW Unrepresented Buyer Tenant Acknowledgment - 
An acknowledgment and disclosure form that confirms 
an unrepresented buyer has been advised of the role 
and duties of the Listing Broker or Broker Associate 
in conjunction with a property the buyer is seeking to 
tour. 

8. Addendum Confirming Broker Compensation (Sale 
Transaction) - This addendum to sales contracts 
confirms who will pay each portion of the compensation 
to be paid to the brokers in the transaction associated 
with the contract to which it is attached. 

9. Buyer/Tenant Representation Agreement (Limited 
Services) - This form has a single-day term and allows 
agents to list multiple property addresses to be shown 
as well as list the provision of services in addition to 
showing the property(ies).

10. Buyer/Tenant Representation Agreement (Short Form) - 
A one-page buyer/tenant representation form. *Note: 
Intermediary section has been omitted. As a result, 
there is currently no authorization in the short form 

for the Buyer’s Broker to act as an intermediary (and 
show the broker’s own listings).

11. Residential Buyer Tenant Representation Agreement 
(Long Form) - This form includes the necessary 
protections and transparency offered by a traditional 
buyer’s rep agreement and clearly discloses how much 
a buyer/renter will pay their agent for their services.

Dive deeper into these new forms by tuning into our 
MLS Quick Tip video playlist where you’ll find a breakdown 
of each form. Access the YouTube playlist at ABoR.com/
NewForms.

Alongside these FAQs and new forms, you can 
download additional resources at ABoR.com/RightNow, 
including the new Buyer’s Agent Portfolio featuring 
research on demographic trends in Austin, a Buy vs. Rent 
Addendum, mid-year review, and a leasing report.

Take Advantage of Upcoming Education & Events 
Surrounding MLS Rules Changes

• July 23 – Broker & Sales Manager Forum: Navigate 
upcoming MLS rules and business practice changes for 
your brokerage with confidence. Join other brokers to 
maximize this moment ahead of anyone else. Register 
at ABoR.com/Events.

• August 1 – MLS Power Hour: This summer’s MLS 
rules and business practice changes are a once-in-a-
generation opportunity for agents to own their value 
and gain a competitive edge in the market. Deep dive 
into the new MLS rules and compliance changes. 
Register at ABoR.com/Events.

• Buyer’s Agent Education Track: Check out our ongoing 
buyer’s education at ABoR.com/course-type/buyers-
agent-track.

I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again: If you’re a 
broker, it’s crucial to update your business practices and 
train your agents before the August 13 deadline. Agents, 
sales managers and team leads, ensure you are in lockstep 
with your broker to comply with these new practices. We’ll 
continue to navigate this together, and the ABoR team and I 
are here to support you.

Are you ready for the changes coming to our MLS and marketplace 
on August 13? Things are moving quickly as we prepare for the NAR-
required MLS rules and broker business practice changes. Unlock MLS 
is consistently releasing new information and resources to ensure you 
are ready when the changes roll out. Here is a summary of the new 
resources available right now.

Your Questions Answered

To ensure everyone moves into this transition with confidence, 
Unlock MLS recently released a list of FAQs related to the upcoming 
changes, which will be updated as new information arises. 
Download the FAQs via the Right Here, Right Now resource hub at 
ABoR.com/RightNow.

We’ve Got You Covered: Seven Additional Forms Released

As your president, I, along with the board, am diligently listening 
to your feedback. Based on your input, we’ve updated the four original 
forms from our May Right Here, Right Now campaign and added 
seven more, bringing your transaction resources to 11 optional and 
proprietary forms to aid in this transition.

Here is a list of all 11 forms with brief descriptions. Access them at 
ABoR.com/RightNow:

1. NEW (Lease Transaction) Addendum Confirming Broker 
Compensation - This addendum confirms who will pay each 
portion of the compensation to be paid to the brokers in the 
transaction associated with the contract to which it is attached. 

2. NEW Amendment to Buyer-Tenant Representation Agreement 
- An evergreen amendment to be used with Buyer/Tenant 

KENT REDDING
2024 PRESIDENT

REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty

Changes Coming to MLS and 
Marketplace on August 13:

Are You Prepared?”

Austin Board of REALTORS® President’s Column

http://ABoR.com/NewForms
http://ABoR.com/NewForms
http://ABoR.com/RightNow
http://ABoR.com/Events
http://ABoR.com/Events
http://ABoR.com/course-type/buyers-agent-track
http://ABoR.com/course-type/buyers-agent-track
http://ABoR.com/RightNow
http://ABoR.com/RightNow
https://independencetitle.com/?utm_source_platform=banner&utm_creative_format=realtyline%20print%20digital&utm_marketing_tactic=giving%20thanks


55JULY 19, 2024 - AUGUST 20, 2024 | REALTYLINE.USPUTTING A FACE ON REAL ESTATE SINCE 1995™

888-KB-HOMES  kbhome.com
Broker Cooperation Welcome. ©2024 KB Home (KBH). Placement on interest list does not guarantee qualification for a loan, lot location or purchase of a KB 
home. Plans, pricing, financing, terms, availability and specifications subject to change/prior sale without notice and may vary by neighborhood, lot location 
and home series. Buyer responsible for all taxes, insurance and other fees. Sq. footage is approximate. ARTIST’S CONCEPTION: Illustration 
and photo may depict upgraded landscaping/options and display decorator items/furnishings not available for purchase, and may not 
represent lowest-priced homes. Photo does not depict racial preference. See sales counselor for details. AUS-829952

We see you 
loving a 
brand-new 
home.

Overlook Ranch in Georgetown

• 1,271–2,968 sq. ft., 3–5 bdrms., 2–4.5 baths

• Easy access to IH-35, Hwy. 29 and Hwy. 130

• Zoned for Georgetown Independent School District

• Convenient to Southwestern University

• Nearby historic Georgetown Square

• Near a variety of recreation

Donna Olene Dr., Georgetown, TX 78626

We’re excited to share that Overlook 

Ranch is coming soon, with homes to fit 

your life and budget. You don’t want to 

miss this opportunity. Add your name 

to the interest list at 512-488-0704 or 

hfs_austin@kbhome.com and keep an eye 

on your inbox for important updates.

A new community  
is coming soon to 
Georgetown!

https://www.kbhome.com/new-homes-austin/retreat-at-san-gabriel?utm_source_platform=full%20page&utm_creative_format=realtyline%20print%20digital&utm_marketing_tactic=retreat%20at%20san%20gabriel
https://www.kbhome.com/?utm_source_platform=full%20page&utm_creative_format=realtyline%20print%20digital&utm_marketing_tactic=kb%20logo
https://www.kbhome.com/?utm_source_platform=full%20page&utm_creative_format=realtyline%20print%20digital&utm_marketing_tactic=kb%20logo
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Visit our website at prioritytitleus.com

DIRECT: 512-424-9118
OFFICE: 844-731-3457

Rodney.Orta@PriorityTitleUS.com

Rodney Orta
Vice President of Sales - Austin

Congratulations On Your
New Role, Rodney!

7600 Burnet Road, Suite 115, Austin, Texas 78757 

costs and services upfront.

When discussing these changes with consumers, 
it’s important to use clear, straightforward language. As 
REALTORS®, we show our value by reducing the stress 
of the homebuying and selling process. Moving forward, 
we must be transparent about our services and costs. Our 
value lies in providing expert guidance, handling complex 
transactions, and offering personalized, ethical service. We 
are dedicated to helping our clients navigate the real estate 
market with confidence and success.

We’ve proven our resilience time and again, 
overcoming every challenge. Now is not the time to 
become fatigued by the changes we have faced and 
continue to face. I encourage you to lean on your broker, 
your Association, and your network. Together, we can 
emerge stronger than ever.

WCREALTORS is here to support you through these 
changes and ensure your business thrives by providing 
valuable education and resources.

It’s evident our profession has had to adapt to unprecedented 
challenges over the past year. The good news is that we are starting to 
see the light at the end of the tunnel and can embrace these changes 
and implement them into practice.

The recent settlement between the National Association of 
REALTORS® and home seller plaintiffs brings significant changes to 
MLS policies nationwide while preserving crucial aspects of the existing 
system. These changes are set to take effect in August.

However, Texas REALTORS® have already begun implementing 
them with updated and revised forms launched in June. These changes 
aim to enhance transparency, fairness, and consumer choice in real 
estate transactions.

Key changes include:

1. Removal of Compensation Offers in MLS Listings: The “offer of 
compensation” field in MLS listings will be eliminated. Previously, 
listing brokers were required to enter an amount, even if set at 
zero. This field will be removed entirely, requiring agents and 
brokers to negotiate compensation with clients outside of the MLS.

2. Mandatory Written Buyer Agreements: Texas is known for high 
participation in using Buyer Rep. Agreements, so this change 
should be easy to implement.

 Starting next month, REALTORS® must secure a written agreement 
with all buyers before conducting any home tours, either in-person 
or virtual. These agreements must outline the services provided 
and expected compensation, promoting transparency between 
agents and clients. This change ensures buyers understand the 

KIM DALE
2024 PRESIDENT

REALTOR®
Realty Texas

Navigating New MLS Policies: 
Key Changes for REALTORS®

Williamson County Association of REALTORS® President’s Column

The Alliance – Let’s Talk TREPAC: 
Julia Parenteau of Texas Realtors, 

Leslie Cantu of Texas Realtors, 
Deleigh Hermes of Kuper Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Taylor Smith of 

ABoR and Blake Siegel of eXp Realty 

Drees Custom Homes New Model 
Grand Opening in Caliterra

mailto: mschwartz@prioritytitleus.com
https://www.prioritysettlementgroup.com/?utm_source_platform=banner&utm_creative_format=realtyline%20print%20digital&utm_marketing_tactic=reyna
mailto:nikki.reyna%40prioritytitleus.com?subject=
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PAC to the Future: David and Debbie Pruitt

Austin Real Estate YPN Investor Panel: Jacob Hannusch of 
MODUS Real Estate, YPN President Christina Beitler, Emily 

Bibby of SoCo Advisory Group and Daniel Pryce

Brohn Homes REALTOR Scavenger Hunt: 
Amy Rozek of JB Goodwin REALTORS

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, 
materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations 
are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2023 David Weekley Homes 
- All Rights Reserved. Austin, TX (AUS-23-003357)

Homes from the mid $300s to  
$1 million+ in the Austin area

737-637-6376

A David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant with Real
Estate Agent Mindy Fung and Vickie & Charles Taylor

Drees New Model 
Grand Opening in 
Caliterra: April Mayo 
of Mayo Properties 
and Stephanie Collins 
of Austin Portfolio 
Real Estate 

ABoR Market Shift Conversations: Marki Lemons-
Ryhal; Danielle Archambault, Melissa Garringer 
and Emily Chenevert, all of ABoR

https://austinrealpros.com/
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
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stronger and more connected.

Upcoming Events

Save the date: August 24. We will host our “Reels for 
Real Estate” class, where you’ll learn how to create engaging 
real estate reels in less than five minutes. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to elevate your marketing game and stay ahead 
in the competitive real estate market.

September 11, we will bring you an insightful panel 
discussion on seller and buyer challenges, hosted at the 
Austin Board of REALTORS main headquarters. This 
event will feature seasoned experts who will share their 
experiences and strategies for navigating the complexities 
of today’s real estate transactions.

The Texas REALTOR Conference is fast approaching, 

and I encourage you to get involved with the Women’s 
Council of REALTORS Austin. This event offers valuable 
certifications that not only demonstrate your commitment to 
professional excellence but also provide significant value to 
your clients. With the upcoming changes and opportunities 
in the real estate landscape, now is the perfect time to invest 
in your professional development.

To stay updated on all our additional educational 
opportunities and virtual classes, be sure to follow us on 
social media. As a member, you’ll have access to a wealth 
of resources designed to support your continuous growth 
and development in the industry. We are excited about 
the future and look forward to your active participation in 
these events and initiatives. Together, we will continue to 
build a strong, vibrant network of real estate professionals 
dedicated to leadership and growth.

As the president of the Women’s Council of REALTORS Austin, I am 
thrilled to share some exciting updates and upcoming events that will 
greatly benefit our members and the broader real estate community. 
Our recent “Toes, Tidbits, and Bingo” event was a success. Attendees 
enjoyed engaging in bingo while also gaining valuable knowledge from 
slides provided regarding NAR and buyer agent techniques to show 
their value. Events like these exemplify our focus on providing our 
members with value to help them grow professionally and as leaders.

2025 Elections

Elections for the state have been completed. Congratulations 
to the 2025 Texas Board and District Vice Presidents. Our 2025 local 
council elections are just around the corner, set for July 18. I hope to 
see all members there. I look forward to the innovative strategies and 
dynamic leadership these individuals will contribute, helping us grow 

TANYA CHAPPELL
2024-2025 PRESIDENT

REALTOR®
Pacesetter Properties

Exciting Developments 
Happening: 2025 Elections and 

Upcoming Events

Women’s Council of REALTORS® - Austin Chapter President’s Column

WCREALTORS West Side Bus Tour: 
Kari Christ, Laura Stofle and Julie 
Jones, all of Keller Williams Realty

CONTINUING
EDUCATIONOnline
P r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  C a p i t a l  T i t l e  L e g a l  T e a m

20
24

Q3

PLANNING YOUR CE SUCCESS IS JUST A CLICK AWAY.

Click/Tap image  for the complete class detai ls  and a
hassle-free registration process.

Visit Visit CTOT.COM/EDUCATION

Find an extensive selection of additional CE classes online.

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

2-1
BUYDOWN
OR CHOOSE

TOWARD
CLOSING 
COST

MUST CONTRACT IN JUNE

2%
Save on select quick move-in homes* at REDUCED PRICES plus 

2-1 BUYDOWN FINANCING off current market rate.** 
Must use preferred lender Carrie Hundley, First United Mortgage Group NMLS #614065.***

RATES 
STARTING 

AS LOW AS 

*Offer based on accepted contract starting 6/1/2024. Offer subject to change without notice. Terms and conditions apply. **Market rate subject to change at anytime. See sales
manager for details. ***First United Bank (NMLS #400025) is a licensed lender in Oklahoma and Texas. The content in this advertisement is for informational purposes only. ****Does
not include title company fees related to re-finance. This is not an offer for extension of credit or commitment to lend. All loans subject to program guidelines and final underwriting
approval. Not all applicants qualify. Information and pricing are subject to change at any time and without notice. Actual rates may vary based on market condition.

****If you refinance within 6 - 36 months after closing, our
preferred lender will waive origination charges for the refinance.

4.625%**

https://bit.ly/3ZwIkj7
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M/I Homes Agent Lunch: 
Lacey Brown of Pure Realty, 

Katie Brown of M/I Homes and 
Michelle Gundlach of Pure Realty

•   Short Drive to Georgetown, 
Leander, Cedar Park

•  Planned Trail System

•  Sports Courts in Future Phases

•  Dock & Fishing Pond

•   The Watering Hole Pool Complex 
and Splash Pad, Coming Soon

•  The Junction Pavilion, Coming Soon

•   Future Dog Park

MODEL HOMES OPEN DAILY 10AM – 6PM TOUR TODAY! 
FROM THE $350s  |  LARIATLIBERTYHILL.COM 
ASHTON WOODS  |  CHESMAR HOMES  |  LANDSEA HOMES  |  PERRY HOMES  |  TRI POINTE HOMES

AMENITIES UNDERWAY AND COMING SOON!
VISIT US OFF OF HWY 29 WEST. Welcome to Lariat, the new master-planned 

community for those in pursuit of a good, quality, meaningful life. Whether it’s pond fishing, 

staying cool in our future resort-style pool, getting competitive on one of our planned sport 

courts—or playing frisbee with the dog on one of our many green spaces coming soon, Lariat will be 

sure to keep you and your family entertained, fit, and connected for years to come.

195

190

29

CR 21
4

35

183

183

K I L L E E N

T E M P L EL A M P A S A S

G E O R G E T O W N
L I B E R T Y

H I L L

R O U N D  R O C K

A U S T I N

WCREALTORS West Side Bus Tour: James 
Castillo, Amanda Wood of Heart and 

Homes Realty Group, Lily Hernandez of 
Keller Williams Realty and Derrick Miller

ABREP Commercial Leasing Lunch and 
Learn: Victor Henry of Don Quick and Assoc. 

and Blair Renner of Austin Title

NAHREP Fair Housing Panel: 
April Gallegos, NAHREP 

President Carlos Gaztambide 
and Carol Delgado of CompassPAC to the Future

https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
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has these delivered from Amazon and Etsy to minimize 
shipping costs and budgets $10-$15 per person.

In addition to the quarterly notecards, she also 
sends holiday and personalized birthday cards. Her 
cards, including the envelopes, are custom-made using 
Canva Create. She includes her logo on the card’s interior 
and exterior and signs each one for that personal touch 
before sealing them in her branded envelope. That brand 
extension is great because you know Stacie Duffy has sent 
something special when you see that brown-speckled 
envelope in the mailbox.

This month, Stacie is our featured presenter for 
the final installment of the Summer Sizzler Series on 
August 15 at 2 p.m. This virtual event will begin with 
networking breakouts to meet agents nationwide in a 
small setting. Stacie will then walk you through her agent 
follow-up system, including her items of value and how 
to create easy mailers that resonate with agents to drive 
referrals. We’ll end with a discussion on how to apply the 
techniques to your business immediately and ideas from 
other attendees. To register for this complimentary event, 
visit Texas.CRS.com.

The Texas REALTORS® Shaping Texas Conference is just around 
the corner with a full slate of courses, and Texas RRC has an exciting 
lineup for those heading to Grapevine next month. Join us on August 
25 for our luncheon and mastermind, featuring our RRC National 
President, Tricia Nekota. The next day, we have two CE courses: 
“Serving Clients with Special Needs” and “Steal These Ideas,” both 
new to Texas audiences and sure to captivate. I hope to see as many 
Austin-area agents there as possible! Conferences like this are a 
fantastic opportunity to meet agents and broaden your referral 
network. With attendees from across the state and overseas, you will 
surely walk away with a hefty stack of business cards. 

But what do you do with those cards once you get home? Are 
you leveraging those connections or simply scanning them into your 
phone and forgetting about them? With so much in-state migration, 
these agents should be added to your CRM and placed on a follow-up 
plan so you can remain top of mind for months and years to come. One 
agent I met at a conference several years ago is a master at remaining 
top of mind with agents in her database, and thus, referrals make up 
about 35% of her annual transactions.

Stacie Duffy, with Novella Real Estate in Denver, Colorado, scans 
business cards into her CRM at the end of each day, noting when and 
where she met the agent and any Mackay 66 facts she learned while 
speaking to them. Each month, she calls or texts to see how the agent is 
doing, asks about the market, and shares information about Denver’s 
statistics. Every quarter, she sends a small, unbranded item of value 
with a branded notecard, reminding the agent of who she is and what 
her market area is. I have received a Wendy’s Frosty gift card, felt 
furniture pads, a screen cleaner, and a magnifier. All items are thin, 
lightweight, and easily fit in a standard greeting card envelope. She 
also tries to send something to surprise and delight each agent in 
her database each year. Stacie follows everyone on social media and 
when something stands out to her, she acts upon it. This year, she 
sent a car organizer, a hat with the agent’s dog, funny socks, and an 
item someone had complimented in one of her weekly tip videos. She 

SONIA GUARDADO
2024 TEXAS PRESIDENT

REALTOR®
Magnolia Realty

Texas REALTORS® Shaping 
Texas Conference is August 25

Texas Residential Real Estate Council President’s Column

ABREP Commercial 
Leasing Lunch 
and Learn: Reagan 
Sansom of Austin 
Title and Teresa 
Scott-Tibbs of Peach 
Blossom Properties  

Stewart Title Tacos and Tequila Happy 
Hour: Grace Ojuka of Global Property 

Brokers, Sammi Frye of Sky Realty and 
Ashley Moore of Stewart Title

AREAA Fundraising Happy Hour: WCR 
President Elect Tanya Chappell of 

Pacesetter Properties and Renee Damron 

New Model Grand Opening in 
Caliterra: Bryan Faircloth of 

Keller Williams Realty and Ryan 
Pace of Drees Custom Homes

ABREP Commercial 
Leasing Lunch and 
Learn: ABREP Vice 

President LaRhonda 
McBeth and Top 

20 Award Winner 
Patricia Williams of 
HextHome Modern

Austin Title Mineral Rights 
and Landman Class

HBA Builders for Babies Kick-
Off Party: Michele Booth and 
Ray MacFarland

http://Texas.CRS.com


Austin Real Estate 
YPN Investor Panel: 

Alora Mery and 
Phillip Chang, both of 

MODUS Real Estate 

WCREATORS West Side Bus 
Tour: Sheryl Taneyhill of Realty 
Texas and Nayely Ocana of 
Freedom 512 Real Estate Group

ABoR Market Shift Conversations: 
Dorie Dillard and Melissa Stout, both 

of Coldwell Banker REALTORS

*This offer is for a free course, not a free designation. In order to add the ABR designation to your license, 
you must also meet the other requirements. This course is eligible for TREC CE credit for an additional cost. 
Annual dues are waived for the first year. Fee is $110 thereafter. Call for more information.

www.ChampionsSchool.com Courses: Legal I 47600; Legal II 47601; Technology Update 47564; Contract Review
44460; Landlord/Tenant Rights; 45377; Emotional Intelligence 46133;  ABR 39438

HOW TO
• Help aspiring homeowners with every step of the process

• Define your value to clients as a buyer’s representative

• Hold buyer counseling sessions and build trust with new clients

• Negotiate for your homebuyers and formulate competitive offers

ACCREDITED BUYER'S REPRESENTATIVE 
FREE! 2-DAY ABR COURSE*

$250 
VALUE

Aug 7–8 
ChampionsLive

 

TREC PROVIDER #4530 | #0005 | OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

18-HOUR CE PROGRAM

MODERN APPROACHES 
TO REAL ESTATE BUSINESS

Thursday 
8:30 AM – 7:30 PM

Monday / Tuesday 
8:30 AM – 4:45 PM

Friday 
8:30 AM – 5:30 PM

$119

LEARN ABOUT
•  Generational marketing tactics

• Emotional intelligence in business 

•  The Landlord and Tenant Act

• Lease termination, repairs, and health & safety

•  Includes mandatory 8-Hour Legal I & II 
and 3-Hour Contract Review

Aug 8–9
Austin Campus

CALL A CAREER COUNSELOR TO ENROLL

512-244-3545
AUSTIN CAMPUS
13801 RANCH ROAD 620 N
AUSTIN, TX 78717

The Alliance – Let’s Talk 
TREPAC: Marq Haverty of H 

Squared Real Estate and Arion 
Crenshaw of Engel & Volkers 

WCREALTORS West Side Bus 
Tour: Bud Bradford of KB 

Home and Joseph Towns of 
Keller Williams Realty

https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://www.championsschool.com/real-estate/tx/sae/?utm_source_platform=1%2F2%20page&utm_creative_format=realtyline%20print%20digital&utm_marketing_tactic=resource%20guide
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Stewart Title Tacos and Tequila Happy 
Hour: Vincent Villaflor of Dash Realty 
and Bam Rembert of Stewart Title 

WCREALTORS West Side 
Bus Tour: Shannon Bertrand 
and Darla Ekrut, both of The 

Hollows on Lake Travis

Brohn Homes 
REALTOR 

Scavenger 
Hunt: Brandon 

Stanton of 
Brohn Homes 

and Phong 
Nguyen of 

Coldwell 
Banker Realty

M/I Homes Agent 
Lunch: Holly Bunting of 
CB&A Realtors and Sara 

Wright of M/I Homes

PAC to the Future

Austin Real Estate YPN Investor Panel: 
Cindy Garcia of Bolanos Realty and 
Adrian Dukes of Spyglass Realty

https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://southstarbank.com/loanofficer/dylan-wald/
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
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LACIMATX.COM

AVAILABLE NOW!

Models 

Open Daily!

https://bit.ly/48a6UtU
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Stewart Title Tacos and Tequila Happy 
Hour: Miguel Benavides of Stewart Title 

and Susie Kang of Joa Realty

WCREALTORS West Side Bus 
Tour: Ava Joiner of Realty 
Austin, Loyal Helmuth of Scott 
Felder Homes and Phil Monday 
of Keller Williams Realty

Hymeadow – Hays County, TX 
Edgebrooke – Pflugerville, TX  
Casetta Ranch – Kyle, TX 
Trace – San Marcos, TX 
Cross Creek - Cedar Park, TX

Double Eagle Ranch – Cedar Creek, TX 
Oaks at San Gabriel – Georgetown, TX 
Harvest Ridge – Elgin, TX  
Cloverleaf - Austin, TX
Clear Creek - Round Rock, TX

With So Many Incentives,  
See Available Homes Today! 
At Brohn, we are always looking for ways to help home shoppers and even with 
the current market trends, our incentives keep fixed interest rates and monthly 
payments surprisingly low. 

New quick move-in homes available throughout Greater 
Austin.

You're still doing the work, 

We're still giving the perks

And 4.5% 30-Year Fixed Rate FHA (5.256% APR)* 
PLUS $0 Closing Costs for Your Buyer

For All Homes Closing in August

New Homes $230s - $500s+ 
BrohnHomesAgents.com  |  512-643-5400

Partner

1st Closing

3%%
COMMISSON

Ambassador

2nd Closing

4%%
COMMISSION

Elite

3rd Closing

5%%
COMMISSION

 ©CMG Mortgage, Inc. dba CMG Home Loans, NMLS# 1820, is an equal housing lender. Registered Mortgage Banker with the Texas Department of Savings and Mortgage Lending. To verify our complete list of state licenses, 
please visit www.cmgfi.com/corporate/licensing and www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. All loans subject to credit approval and only eligible with CMG Home Loans, Brohn’s lender partner. This incentive only valid on select spec 
homes that are contracted on or after 7/2/24 and close by 8/30/24, while funds last, and finance with CMG Home Loans. Offer is for a limited time only and can be stopped at any time and with no prior notice. Please see a 
Brohn Homes Sales Consultant for complete details. Flex cash offers vary per home and per community. The flex cash amount is contingent on the price of the home and only valid on participating homes and in participating 
communities. Speak to a Brohn Homes Sales Consultant for details on participating homes and participating communities. If using flex cash to reduce the price of the home, the reduction cannot bring the home price below 
base price. *Rate provided 7/2/2024. Payment example: Stated rate may change or may not be available at time of rate lock. If you bought a $350,000 home with a 30 year loan at a fixed rate of 4.50% (5.256% Annual 
Percentage Rate), with a down payment of 3.5%, for a loan amount of $343,660 (including upfront mortgage insurance premium), you would make 360 monthly payments of $1,741.00. Payment stated does not include 
mortgage insurance, taxes and homeowners insurance, which will result in a higher payment. The flex cash amount is contingent on the price of the home and only valid on participating homes and in participating communities. 
Speak to a Brohn Homes Sales Consultant for details on participating homes and participating communities. The flex cash can only be used in one of the four ways shown in this advertisement, including reduction in purchase 
price (not being less than base price of home) or applying towards closing costs, or long term rate locks or buying down the interest rate (specific interest rate and associated APR fluctuate on a daily basis and change due to 
individual situations). Offer may not be used with any other discounts, promotions or interest-only/buy-down and second lien products. This offer is subject to changes or cancellation at any time at the sole discretion of CMG 
Home Loans. Additional restrictions/conditions may apply. This is not a commitment to lend and is contingent on qualification per full underwriting guidelines.  These rates are not guaranteed and are subject to change.This is 
not a credit decision or a commitment to lend.This is a limited time incentive programthat can be stopped at any timeand withno prior notice.Real Estate Agent BonusProgram available only when your client closes on a home 
ina participating Brohn Homes community pursuantto a contractyour client signsand executes on or between 1/1/24and12/31/24. Bonus will be dictated by orderof closing: 3% upon first closing, 4% upon secondclosing, and 5%
upon third closing and thereafter on contracts written by 12/31/24.All bonuses will be paid at closing. Payments of total commissions and bonuses will only be made toactively licensed Texas brokers. Bonus paid to Broker upon 
client’s successful closing and funding and is based on the original contract price as stated in the Purchase Agreement, excluding any Seller incentives, subsequent change orders, re-writes, or upgrades.Broker is responsible 
forall applicable taxes. Since seller reserves the right to modify or discontinue this program at any time withoutnotice, please call the applicable sales center in advance to confirm that the program is still in place. Bonus/
commission offer not valid for Purchase Agreements signed by buyer prior to publication of this advertisement.Commission cannot be used with any other special offers.Maynotbe combinedwith any otherbroker bonuses or 
offers. Please see a Brohn Homes Sales Consultant for complete details. Clayton Properties Group, Inc. Formerly known and Qualifiedtodo business in Texas asCMH Parks Inc. DBA Brohn Homes reserves the right to make 
changes to pricing, floor plans, specifications, features, dimensions, elevations, and incentives without prior notice.  

Austin Title Mineral Rights and Landman Class: Sheri 
Brummett of Coldwell Banker Realty, Candyce 

Robinson of Independent Realty; Aaron Lee, Lee Ann 
Ray and Emily Morris, all of Austin Title

https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
mailto:https://bit.ly/3raIgbQ?subject=
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
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https://independencetitle.com/?utm_source_platform=full%20page&utm_creative_format=realtyline%20print%20digital&utm_marketing_tactic=grateful
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AREAA Fundraising Happy Hour: 
AREAA President Tosha Chang of 

LPT Realty and Michael Schwartz of 
Priority Settlement Group of Texas

PAC to the Future: Rebecca Taurozzi 
of Spyglass Realty, Tahnee Sauer of JB 
Goodwin REALTORS and Jim Smith

HBA Builders for Babies Kick-Off Party: 
Benjamin Lavine and Cesar Fuentes

NAHREP Fair Housing Panel: 
Sandra Alvarez and Ivan 
Garcia of SouthStar Bank

HBA Builders for Babies Kick-Off 
Party: Miranda Hardin and Ellen 
Giddens of Giddens Homes

M/I Homes Agent Lunch: Tanya 
Joffrain and Kaylie Olechoski, both 

of JB Goodwin REALTORS

https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://southstarbank.com/loanofficer/bill-staley/?utm_source_platform=1%2F4%20page&utm_creative_format=realtyline%20print%20digital&utm_marketing_tactic=bill%20staley
https://southstarbank.com/loanofficer/kimberly-watson/
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
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https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
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2 Hrs CE – Online
Instructor - Stephen Etzel
Provider# 0001 
TR/Course# 46055

2 Hrs CE – Online
Instructor - Matt Posey
Provider# 10155
CMPS/Course# 45928 & 45929

10:00am-12:00pm
The Market’s Story Part 1 & 2

Non CE – Online
Instructor - Maine Shafer

10:00am-12:30pm
Tax Reduction Strategies for
the Real Estate Professional 

2 Hrs CE – Online
Instructor - Stephen Etzel
Provider# 0001
TR/Course# 46627

Education Calendar
July 2024

10:00am-12:00pm
Water Wells & Rights - What Agents
Need to Know

July 11th

2 Hrs CE – Online
Instructor - Stephen Etzel
Provider# 0001 
TR/Course# 465360

10:00am-1:00pm
Listing 101: The Nuts & Bolts

July 17th

July 18th

4 Hrs CE – Online
Instructor - Stephen Etzel
Provider# 0001
TR/Course# 45411

12:00pm-4:00pm
Understanding the Nature of a
Farm and Ranch Contract

July 19th

July 25th

Non CE - Online
Instructor: Roxanne Ford

10:00am-11:00am
Austin Title Agent ONE App

July 26th
10:00am-12:00pm
The Forms You Need to Know/
TXR Form Updates

July 31st

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER FOR ANY OF THESE CLASSES,
VISIT OUR EDUCATION PAGE AT WWW.AUSTINITLE.COM/EDUCATION

Non CE – Online
Instructor - Candace Gallagher

11:00am-12:00pm
Marketing with Remine:
Mastering Farm Lists

July 25th

Office Locations:

North MoPac
9600 N. MoPac Expressway
Ste. 125, Austin, Tx 78759

512-459-7222

Downtown
1717 West 6th Street

Ste. 102, Austin, Tx 78703
512-329-0777

South MoPac
1601 S. MoPac Expressway

Ste. C-120, Austin, Tx 78746
512-306-0988

The Grove
4301 Bull Creek Road

Ste. 180, Austin, Tx 78731
512-954-6377

Round Rock
810 Hesters Crossing

Ste. 155, Round Rock, Tx 78681
512-244-2266

Cedar Park
13530 Ronald Reagan Blvd.

Ste. 101, Cedar Park, Tx 78613
512-823-2800

Leander
2082 US 183, Ste. 165

Leander, Tx 78641 / 512-817-3828

Bastrop
815 Highway 71 West

Bldg. 1, Ste. 1100, Bastrop, Tx 78602
512-303-9633

Georgetown
200 E. 8th Street, Ste. 201

Georgetown, Tx 78626
512-591-2900

Elgin
110 S. Main Street, Ste. A

Elgin, Tx 78621 / 512-412-7040

Burnet
1001 Buchanan Drive

Ste. 2, Burnet, Texas 78611
512-861-6194
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Receive up to $20,000 in
Financing assistance!*

©2024 The Drees Company. All rights reserved.

ABREP Commercial Leasing Lunch 
and Learn: ABREP Vice President 
LaRhonda McBeth and Top 20 
Award Winner Ola Thompson of 
Keller Williams Realty 

The Alliance – Let’s Talk TREPAC: 
Rebecca Taurozzi of Spyglass Realty, 

Deleigh Hermes of Kuper Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Taylor Smith of 

ABoR and Patricia Perez

*Up to $20,000 finance assistance incentive is valid on firm, non-contingent purchase agreements accepted by July 31, 2024 
on build-to-order and select quick-move-in homes in the Austin area when buyer finances with First Equity Mortgage, Inc., an 
Equal Housing Lender licensed by the Texas Department of Savings and Mortgage, License #SML; NMLS #21157. Excludes build-
on-your-lot homes. Subject to borrower qualification. Amount of incentive varies by Drees community and plan. Flex Cash may 
be used for financing assistance (closing costs and/or buying down the interest rate). This Incentive is not available with other 
promotions or discounts and is subject to change or withdrawal without notice. Other restrictions may apply. See your Drees 
market manager for details. First Equity Mortgage, Incorporated is a wholly-owned subsidiary of The Drees Company located at 
211 Grandview Drive, Suite 102, Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017.

Now is the time to make your move, and there’s no 
better moment than during our Summer Sizzle Sales Event. 
Receive up to $20,000 in financing assistance when you 
purchase a build-to-order or select quick-move-in home in 
the Austin area before July 31, 2024.

CHOOSE YOUR LOCATION NOW!

ABoR Market Shift 
Conversations: Anne 

Wheeler of Gottesman 
Residential Real Estate, 

ABoR President Kent 
Redding of Berkshire 

Hathaway Texas Realty 
and Aaron Mullens of 

The Mullens Group

http://dreeshomes.com/realtors
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
https://www.dreeshomes.com/new-homes-austin/?view=neighborhoods
https://www.dreeshomes.com/new-homes-austin/?view=quick-move-in-homes
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SANTA RITA RANCH

504 Exploration Circle

Liberty Hill, Texas 78642

E’r
 f!

Our third — and largest — amenity center is opening in July. Ranch 
Camp delivers the kind of good times you would want to write home 
about… if you weren’t already home at Santa Rita Ranch! Discover 

why our residents are happy campers, any day and every day.

RANCH CAMP
AMENITY CENTER
Ask to Tour!

• RESORT-STYLE POOLS (2!)

• KIDDIE POOL

• HAPPY’S SPLASH PARK

• CORNHOLE

• SHADED ARBORS

• PICKLEBALL COURTS

SANTARITARANCHAUSTIN.COM
504 EXPLORATION CIRCLE, LIBERTY HILL, TX 78642 |  512.688.5080
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HBA Builders for Babies Kick-Off Party: 
Lynne Williams of HomeAid Austin and 
Stephanie Evans of HBA Austin

PAC to the Future: Taylor Smith 
and Stan Martin, both of ABoR

VISIT US TODAY
216 Bold Sundown, Liberty Hill, TX 78642 

STEPHANIE SWANSON
sswanson@sitterlehomes.com

214-729-7511

TWELVE FLOORPLANS
FROM 2,661 SQFT

1 ACRE LOTS

CLEARWATER 
RANCH 

ESTATE SIZED HOMES 
FROM THE $800S

New Model Grand Opening in Caliterra: Ryan Pace, 
Sydney Bailey, Ryan Hines, Craig McMenamy and 
Jack Harbor, all of Drees Custom Homes

https://realtyline.us/envira/july-2023-still-images/
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mailto:mitchg%40sitterlehomes.com?subject=
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