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by RIKI MARKOWITZ
Contributing Writer

Here’s some of what you’ll learn:
• 	 HOW to POWER BOOST Your NEW 2022 

deductions: Best business practices to 
optimize tax benefits and understand 
your elite status as a taxpayer.

• 	 HOW TO qualify for Your NEW 2022 
BIG Deductions NOW! 

• 	 HOW to navigate the 20% 199A 
DEDUCTION designed for 
Self-Employed Professionals 
and worth up to $63,000!

	 and much more!

LOCATION: Remote via Zoom
INSTRUCTOR: Thomas Rich
COST: FREE | No CE Credit Offered

CLICK TOREGISTER!

CLICK FOR 
ALL VIDEOS

Let’s Get Social

In This Issue
1. TREPAC Chili Cookoff at 

Williamson County office

3. Young Mortgage Bankers 
Association Happy Hour

and much, much more!

Austin Mortgage Bankers 
Installation Luncheon2.

4. M/I Open House at 
Cascades at Onion Creek 

NEVER
MISS
AN ISSUE!

SIGN UP 
NOW! Tax-Reduction

Strategies
for the Real Estate Professional

TUESDAY, MARCH 1
10 to 11:30 a.m.

In some corners of the state, Texas’ 87th legislative session may have been described as contentious, 
but two groups — REALTORS and homeowners — emerged from the session (and two extensions) not only 
unscathed, but with quite a few money-saving wins.

When preparing to report on and write about the new homestead exemption rule — an improved 
property tax reform and relief bill that passed through the Texas legislature by unanimous vote last August 

— it was pretty surprising to hear many homeowners say they were only marginally familiar with the law 
and new rule. Some REALTORS we spoke to celebrated that victory, but were uncertain about an upcoming 
vote that is expected to drastically increase the exemption.

Put simply, the Texas homestead exemption is a tax break. Only primary homeowners qualify for the 
exemption and they must live on the property and have a driver’s license with the address they’re claiming 
the tax break on. Owners qualify for tax relief whether they live in a house, condominium, or even a mobile 
home — just as long as it’s their primary residence. An owner can even apply for an exemption on a home 
that sits on land someone else has the deed to. Investors and corporations do not qualify for the exemption.

Big Change To Homestead 
Exemption Law in 2022
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Old  Settler’s Blv d

Gattis School Rd

559 S. IH-35, Ste. 300
Round Rock, TX 78664
512.582.4900

© 2022 Stewart. All rights reserved.

In March, our Round Rock location will be moving into a brand new 
building on the northeast corner of I-35 and East McNeil Road:

We can't wait for you to see 
our beautiful new space!

Pam Freydenfeldt
Branch Manager,
Sr. Escrow Officer

Barbara Jamerson
Escrow Officer

Coming in March:Coming in March:
Our Round Rock

Office Is Moving!
Our Round Rock

Office Is Moving!
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Debbie Ates

512-801-3543
dates@homesbyavi.com

For more information contact: For a 5 min loan approval contact:

Arien Bowersock
512-699-8306
arien@thehomeloanexpert.com

Texas Loan Experts - The Bowersock TeamArea Sales Manager

www.homesbyavi.com Please Note: in our continuing effort to exceed our buyer’s expectations, specifications and materials may change without notice. This marketing 
handout is for information only and is not part of a legal contract or agreement. See your AVI Homes representative for data. Effective 9/22/21

NOW SELLING IN VISTA VERA
GEORGETOWN, TEXAS

AVAILABLE ADDRESS PLAN ELEV. SQ. FT. BED/BATH PRICE

 Late 2021/Early 2022 1015 Vista View Dr 0801 3-C 1616 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $380,000

Late 2021/Early 2022 1015 Vista View Dr 0802 3-C 1616 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $380,000

Late 2021/Early 2022 1015 Vista View Dr 0901 3-B 1616 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $381,000

Late 2021/Early 2022 1015 Vista View Dr 0902 3-B 1616 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $381,000

Late 2021 1015 Vista View Dr 2001 2-C 1615 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $374,000

Late 2021 1015 Vista View Dr 2002 2-C 1615 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $374,000

Late 2021 1015 Vista View Dr 2101 2-B 1615 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $374,000

Late 2021 1015 Vista View Dr 2102 2-B 1615 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $374,000

Late 2021/Early 2022 1015 Vista View Dr 1401 2-A 1615 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $374,000

Late 2021/Early 2022 1015 Vista View Dr 1402 2-A 1615 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $374,000

Late 2021/Early 2022 1015 Vista View Dr 1501 2-C 1615 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $374,000

Late 2021/Early 2022 1015 Vista View Dr 1502 2-C 1615 3 Bed/2.5 Bath $374,000

SOLD

STARTINGSTARTING
IN THE MIDIN THE MID

$$300s300s

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

MORE
LOTS!
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CORD
SHIFLET

2022 PRESIDENT

Austin Board of 
REALTORS® Introducing: REACH Labs

If there’s one reason I’m proud to serve 
the Austin Board of REALTORS®, it’s that our 
Association and MLS are regarded as one of the 
most progressive and innovative organizations 
throughout the country. Whether it’s our 
landmark acquisition of Remine to invest in 
the MLS of the future, our ABoR On-Air live 
education platform, or our bold approach to 
member engagement, we are consistently setting 
the bar for what’s possible in our industry.

And this month, we’re shaking things up 
again with the launch of REACH Labs, ABoR’s 
very own tech accelerator. REACH Labs is a 
gateway to the tech innovation happening in 
Austin’s backyard and beyond. Through this 
program, ABoR members can help discover and 
shape emerging technologies for both real estate 
agents and entrepreneurs.

There are two primary ways you can get 
involved with REACH Labs:

1. Attend an Innovation Showcase
This live, quarterly series gives you a 

front-row seat to hear and weigh in on “Shark 
Tank”-like pitches from rising startups. In 
addition to providing live feedback during 
the event, you can connect directly to your 
favorite companies in our REACH Labs portal 
to schedule a meeting to discuss potential 
partnership or investment opportunities.

2. Become an ABoR Tech Ambassador
Are you well-connected with Austin’s 

startup scene? Is your brokerage big on emerging 
technologies? If so, I invite you to apply to be 
an ABoR Tech Ambassador. You’ll be trained on 
how to scout leads and recommend companies 
we should showcase next. Apply in the ABoR 
Member Portal at Portal.ABoR.com/Forms.

REACH Labs is a local extension of the 
National Association of REALTORS® REACH 
Program, a real estate industry growth 
accelerator created by Second Century Ventures. 
NAR REACH leverages over 100 worldwide 
bilateral partnerships in 85 countries and an 
unparalleled network of executives within 
the commercial and residential real estate 
marketplaces. ABoR is one of four REALTOR® 
associations chosen to pilot a local extension of 
the REACH program. You can learn more about 
REACH Labs at ABoR.com/REACHLabs. 

March 1: Network with Austin Business
Journal Reporters

Come celebrate Mardi Gras with ABoR 
and the Austin Business Journal! We’re hosting 
an ABoR Member Happy Hour at the Austin 
Business Journal on Tuesday, March 1 from 
5:00-7:00 p.m. During the event, you’ll get a 
chance to network with the ABJ’s real estate 
reporters and learn more about the big real 

estate trends they’re tracking. Register now at 
ABoR.com/Events.

Trust me — if you’re not taking advantage 
of ABoR’s $50 Austin Business Journal 
subscription, you’re missing out. I read the 
Austin Business Journal every morning to stay 
on top of the latest developments and keep my 
clients informed, and there’s nowhere you can 
get an Austin Business Journal subscription 
cheaper than through ABoR. ABoR membership 
includes 60% off a digital subscription plus a 
free Book of Lists publication worth another $75. 
Claim your subscription at ABoR.com/ABJ.

March 25: 2021 ABoR Industry
Awards Celebration

You won’t want to miss this year’s Industry 
Awards Celebration on March 25! Travel back in 
time to the roaring twenties and be the first to 
celebrate our 2021 ABoR Industry Awards winners. 
There will be cocktails, dancing, bourbon tasting, 
and so much more…I promise you, this celebration 
will be one for the books! Join me and the 
industry’s top business leaders and changemakers 
by registering at ABoR.com/Celebration. Finalists 
will be announced in early March!

Is your business looking to get involved 
with this year’s Industry Awards celebration? 
Please email IndustryAwards@ABoR.com for 
sponsorship opportunities.

Young Mortgage 
Bankers Association 
(YMBA)  inaugural 
mixer

JB Goodwin 
REALTORS Awards: 
Jerri Hall, Norma 
Mantz and Andrea 
Curry, all of JB 
Goodwin REALTORS



55FEB 20, 2022 - MAR 20, 2022 | REALTYLINE.US

DEDICATED TO PUTTING A FACE TO THE NAME IN REAL ESTATE SINCE 1995

888-KB-HOMES | kbhome.com
Broker Cooperation Welcome. ©2021 KB Home (KBH). Payment of Broker Co-op requires Broker or agent to call in to register client before first visit to community 
and comply with Broker Co-op Agreement. Plans, pricing, financing, terms, availability and specifications subject to change/prior sale without notice and may 
vary by neighborhood, lot location and home series. Buyer responsible for all taxes, insurance and other fees. Sq. footage is approximate. HOA applies. Future 
development of planned amenities is subject to change and not guaranteed. See sales counselor for details. AUS-437351

Austin-Area KB Home Communities
Find the right home that’s uniquely built for you.

Austin

EastVillage
From the $360s
• 1,360–3,475 sq. ft.
• 3–6 bdrms., 2–4 baths
•  Community pond, pool,  

parks and hiking/biking trails
4805 Delancey Dr., Manor, TX 78653 
512-766-1600

McKinney Crossing
From the $350s
• 1,491–3,475 sq. ft.
• 3–6 bdrms., 2–4 baths
•  Planned community park with 

playscapes and a basketball court
7803 Tranquil Glade Dr., Austin, TX 78744  
512-767-1460

Villas at McKinney Crossing
From the $330s
• 1,315–2,586 sq. ft.
• 3–5 bdrms., 2–3.5 baths
• Close to McKinney Falls State Park
7803 Song Sparrow Dr., Austin, TX 78744 
737-910-2100

Belton

West Canyon Trails
From the $250s
• 1,246–2,755 sq. ft.
• 3–6 bdrms., 2–4 baths
•  Close to Belton ISD schools
1314 Ayham Trails, Belton, TX 76513  
254-831-9671

Elgin

Eagles Landing
From the $350s
Coming Soon

• 1,246–2,412 sq. ft.
• 3–5 bdrms., 2–3.5 baths
• Near Elgin ISD schools
County Line Rd. and Golden Eagle Way 
Elgin, TX 78621 
512-488-0704

Georgetown

Berry Springs
From the $300s
• 1,315–2,586 sq. ft.
• 3–5 bdrms., 2–4 baths
•  Community park with playscape, 

basketball court and garden
1104 Loganberry Dr. 
Georgetown, TX 78626  
737-738-5100

Maple Creek
From the $320s
• 1,360–2,898 sq. ft.
• 3–5 bdrms., 2–3.5 baths
•  Highly desirable Georgetown ISD
106 Sweet Autumn Dr. 
Georgetown, TX 78626 
737-253-8484

Retreat at San Gabriel
Call for Pricing
Coming Soon

• 1,271–2,968 sq. ft.
• 3–5 bdrms., 2–3.5 baths 
•  Near historic Georgetown Square
Hwy. 29 and Vista Heights Dr. 
Georgetown, TX 78628 
512-488-0704

Jarrell

Sonterra
From the $220s
• 1,042–2,898 sq. ft.
• 2–5 bdrms., 2–3.5 baths
•  Master-planned community  

with a pool, clubhouse,  
basketball court, parks and trails

85 Hematite Ln., Jarrell, TX 76537  
512-598-0023

Kyle

Stagecoach Crossing
From the $360s
• 1,491–3,475 sq. ft.
• 3–6 bdrms., 2–4 baths
•  Community park, playground, 

basketball court and walking paths
141 Jarbridge Dr., Kyle, TX 78640  
512-256-7701

Manor

Presidential Meadows
From the $270s
• 1,315–2,708 sq. ft.
• 3–6 bdrms., 2–3.5 baths
•  Master-planned community  

with on-site elementary school
13620 James Garfield, Manor, TX 78653  
512-278-8181

Round Rock

Salerno
From the $320s
• 1,360–3,475 sq. ft.
• 3–6 bdrms., 2–5 baths
• Planned community pool and park
3805 Tufino Ln., Round Rock, TX 78665 
512-488-0704

KB Home Design Studio – 
Austin
10800 Pecan Park Blvd., Ste. 110 
Austin, TX 78750 
512-721-3550

Schedule an appointment  
with a home finding specialist 
today at 512-488-0704.
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Harker HeightsHarker Heights
732-212-9029732-212-9029

Realtors— You are the 
heart of our business.

STANDING: LORI WILLIAMS, 512–484-8108; IRIS MEMBRERE, 808-258-9711;
AND SAVANNAH ROSSI, 512-713-7112
SEATED: SHELBY LEPPIN, 512-672-9857 AND RODNEY ORTA, 512-424-9118

AustinAustin
512-298-3138512-298-3138

JIM SIKES
2022 PRESIDENT

Austin Mortgage 
Bankers Association

Relationship, Advocacy,
Community, Education

The way the homestead exemption works is that public school districts provide a $25,000 
exemption on owner-occupied residences in their districts. Owners see those savings on their 
annual tax bill. The amount owners save depends on the value of the home and they’re only 
required to apply for the exemption once. It automatically renews each year thereafter, until 
the owners sell the residence.

Here’s how owners file for the homestead exemption: A client purchases her house. An 
appraiser determines the value of the home and property. The assessment is calculated based 
on a variety of factors, such as location, age and condition of the home, how the home com-
pares to other properties in the vicinity and their value. So if a home is valued at 300,000, for 
example, under the Texas homestead exemption, the owner is permitted to reduce the taxable 
value of the property by $25,000. Now, instead of paying taxes on a home with a taxable value of 
$300,000, their tax bill is calculated on a property valued at $275,000.

“It’s a big deal,” says Susan Horton, a broker at John Horton Realty, “because it significantly 
lowers your property taxes.” In August when we spoke with Jaime Lee, past director of advo-
cacy communications at Texas REALTORS, she said that real estate clients are potentially saving 
hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars a year.

The new rule passed last summer and just went into effect January 1, 2022. In previous 
years, when a buyer purchased a home, they couldn’t file for their exemption until the following 
January. That rule really stuck in the craw of a lot of Texans. One of the biggest benefits of living 
and working in Texas is that there’s no income tax. While it’s a great way to attract businesses 
and new jobs to the state, the funds for building new schools and hospitals and maintaining 
roads and infrastructure has to come from somewhere. When it comes to public school funding, 
homeowners are on the hook through their property taxes. 

Tax relief has been a longstanding issue for Texas homeowners, according to Senator Paul 
Bettencourt, the Houston representative who authored several tax relief bills. So a slew of state 
reps and the industry advocacy organization, Texas REALTORS, got to work and fought for 
the exemption. Since the Texas legislature only meets every two years, homeowners had to be 
patient. In 2021, their patience finally paid off. Lawmakers unanimously voted to change when 
homeowners can apply for the homestead exemption. Anyone who purchases and lives in a 
primary residence can file for the exemption immediately after closing on their property. If the 
previous owner already filed an exemption that year, the new owner can wait until January to 
file, but they’ll still see the tax savings the year they closed on the home.

One thing that REALTORS and their clients need to know about the homestead exemption 
is that it is free to apply for. It might cost a few dollars to get a new driver’s license, but the 
county appraiser will not ask homeowners to pay for a tax exemption application. The state 
has received some complaints that homeowners are receiving a bill for filling out an applica-
tion. Industry professionals say it’s spam email or spam mail from agencies, or even lone actors, 
attempting to charge people to fill out their paperwork. Agents should warn clients of these and 
other possible scams.

So now is the time for REALTORS to instruct new homeowners that they can file for their 
homestead exemption this year — not wait for next January — and remind clients and col-
leagues about the ballot proposal that will give voters the opportunity to increase the exemption 
from $25,000 to $40,000 on May 7, 2022.

[Homestead continued from front page]

Austin Mortgage Bankers Association (AMBA) had a busy year in 2021. We were 
excited to return to in-person meetings after going virtual in 2020.

AMBA participated in community outreach with Servelnspire in addition to hosting 
educational events for mortgage lenders across the city. A few of the topics included 
Dr. Jim Gaines, economist from Texas A&M, who spoke on the economic outlook for 
the state, and David Tandy who provided insights on the rapidly changing real estate 
market in Central Texas. We hosted a networking event at Top Golf and had our first golf 
tournament since 2019. These are always fun events! The year was closed out on Dec. 10 
with the AMBA’s Christmas Party, where the 2022 nominees for the Board of Directors 
were elected.

Our 2022 Board of Directors includes:  Jim Sikes, president; Michelle Goldberg, 
vice president; Angela Bujnoch, treasurer; Kate Couture, secretary and Past President 
Mike Carroll. We are excited to have an awesome group of committee members joining 
the team as well:  John McCully, Kendra Eakins, Hayley Duhon, Beverly Kerbow, Jill 
Love, Mimi Paxson, Steve Builta, Rachelle Rowan, Natalie Penland, and Jessica Bovee-
Bradford. 

AMBA kicked off the new year, on Jan. 5, 2022, with the swearing in of the 2022 
Board Members and hosted Nicolette Chapman at Maggiano’s on Feb. 2. Nicollete is the 
Vice President of the Mortgage division at Zonda and specializes in helping lenders grow 
their business with builders.  She shared her strategies on how lenders can win builder 
business. 

Austin Mortgage Bankers association provides educational programs, industry 
updates and networking opportunities for Austin Area Mortgage Professionals. Member-
ship sign-up can be accessed via the website: http://www.austinmba.org/Join-AMBA or by 
scanning the QR code:
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Open House: Marnie 
Colehour, Keith Melton 
and Bob Schreiber

TREPAC Chili Cook Off: 2022 
WCREALTORS President Michele 

Sherwood, Ruby Johnson of Better Life 
Realty; Cheryl Scully, Stephanie Marek 

and Lee Ann Ray, all of Austin Title

Women’s Council Awards 
& Installation: Aaron Lee 

and 2022 Women’s Council 
President Lorrie Kennedy, both 

of Classic Realty

It’s A New Year—Get Your CE Out of the Way!

AUSTIN CAMPUS
13801 RANCH ROAD 620 N
AUSTIN, TX 78717

� S P E A K T O A  C A R E E R CO U N S E L O R
( 512)  5 6 6 - 3 113

ABR 39438; ALHS 42551; Broker 
Responsibility Course 39962; CHMS 39452; Comm RE 41775; Essential Topics: 3-hour Contract Review 40030; 
Eye on RE: Trends & Disruptors 40466; Farm & Ranch RE 37962; Legal I 42039; Legal II 42040; MS&LG 38540; 

MRP 42557; NHC & Buyer Rep 32072; Pricing Strategies: Mastering the CMA 33058; Prop Mgmt 37961; RE 

� MORE CE 
OPTIONS

TRENDS & 
DISRUPTORS
CLASSROOM | $119

MAR 10–11
THU: 8:30 AM – 7:30 PM
FRI: 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM

• 5-Hour Eye on Real Estate:  
Trends and Disruptors

• 2-Hour Technology Update

• 8-Hour TREC Legal Update I & II

• 3-Hour Contract Review

WHAT’S INCLUDED:

Featured 18-Hour Program

VIRTUAL CLASSROOM | $119

MAR 14 & 16
MON: 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM
WED: 8:30 AM – 7:30 PM

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

SELECTED TOPICS IN

CLASSROOM | $119

MAR 10–11
THU: 8:30 AM – 6:20 PM
FRI: 8:30 AM – 6:30 PM

BROKER 
RESPONSIBILITY

TEXAS COMPLETE WITH

Another Great CE ProgramRequired for Brokers
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MICHELE
SHERWOOD

2022 PRESIDENT

Williamson County 
Association of 
REALTORS

Relationship, Advocacy, Community, 
Education

It’s official, Williamson County is growing yet again with even more industry leaders choosing 
to call us home. From east to west, our community is expanding, and the real estate market is as 
busy as ever! 

One of the biggest responsibilities that we have as REALTORS® is the commitment to the com-
munities that we serve. Williamson County REALTORS® have the unique opportunity to serve a 
region that changes rapidly. With this opportunity comes more responsibility, and our clients trust 
us to be knowledgeable, informative and actively involved in the locations in which we work. This 
means that the REALTORS® of Williamson County make sure that they are constantly keeping up 
with the constant fluctuations. Communities flourish when there is in engagement at all levels, and 
REALTORS® might be the first step into bringing awareness to the different organizations that make 
up the county as a whole. 

REALTORS® have the unique opportunity to become leaders in their communities due to the 
knowledge that is needed for their businesses. To lead our community as a REALTOR® is exercis-
ing our right to vote. REALTORS® that are involved with the political action committees at both the 
state and the national level know the importance of advocating for home ownership, protecting 
real-property rights and increasing political awareness. Our REALTOR® political action committees 
TREPAC (state) and RPAC (national) work hard to vet running candidates and help choose the candi-
dates that have private property rights as a priority.

Exercising your right to vote is the best way to ensure that your community will continue to 
thrive in the coming years. 2022 is a big year election year for Williamson County. Texas REAL-
TORS® launched an election support site to aide REALTORS® in finding the TREPAC-supported 
candidates that will be on the Primary Ballot. Here you have the ability to receive a personalized 
voter guide, view all candidates and keep an eye on the hot elections. Be sure to check it out texasre-
altorssupport.com.

The Williamson County Association of REALTORS® has a multitude of ways for our member-
ship to get involved within the community. From our various committees to our networking events, 
there are many educational opportunities, all in one convenient place. It was great seeing everyone 
again at this year’s Super Bowl of Builders. That is truly one of our favorite events of the year! Next 
up we will be departing on our first Bus Tour of 2022, visiting the East Side of Williamson County, 
the region that has seen and will continue to see the most growth in our community!

JENNIFER RHODES
Escrow Officer

JRHODES@SWTATX.COM

1111 N. IH 35, Suite 102 / Round Rock, Texas 78664
512-273-7767

LENORA LAMBRIGHT
Escrow Assistant

LLAMBRIGHT@SWTATX.COM

SHEILA BALAGIA
Office Manager/Escrow Officer

SHEILA@SWTATX.COM

SOUTHWESTERNTITLEAGENCY.COM

Spread
   Love !

We do, one closing at a time.

ESSENTIAL BUILDING SKILLS 
Spring 2022

The Essential Building Skills (EBS) series 
is the flagship program for the HBA.  Taught 
by local industry leaders, the 9-week course 
includes a comprehensive overview of the 
home building process from the ground up.  
Topics covered include:  Building Codes & 
House Plans, Foundations, Framing, Insulation 
& Waterproofing, Roofing, Plumbing, HVAC, 
Electrical, Masonry & Stucco and Project 
Management.  You may choose to participate in 
the full series or select individual sessions. 

The area’s industry leaders will teach 
twelve informative classes designed to give 
building professionals a comprehensive look at 
residential homebuilding from the ground up.

WHEN:
Every Wednesday for 10 weeks
(Mar. 9 - May 11) **2 to 4 p.m. 

Please note:
3/9 and 3/30 are double sessions
1:00-3:30 p.m. and 3:40-5:10 p.m.

COST:
HBA Members

$325 for the series, $45 for individual classes
Non-Members

$455 for the series, $60 for individual classes

Visit the hbaaustin.com for more
information or CLICK HERE to register!



99FEB 20, 2022 - MAR 20, 2022 | REALTYLINE.US

DEDICATED TO PUTTING A FACE TO THE NAME IN REAL ESTATE SINCE 1995



1010 FEB 20, 2022 - MAR 19, 2022 | REALTYLINE.US

Open House: Markus Overheu 
of Priority Settlement Group, 
Marnie Colehour and Rodney 
Orta of Priority Settlement Group

TREPAC Chili Cook Off: Jessie 
Lawrence, Kristin Wood and Nova 
Ner, all of Keller Williams Realty

Women’s Council Awards & 
Installation: Marcos Esparza, 
Christina Maquet, Tanya Kerr 
and Phillip Moreno 

May this new year bring new adventures and good fortune . 
The new year often means looking to the future; a future we believe includes a fundamentally improved, 
simplified and efficient closing process. So, when you find yourself closing in 2022, look no further than 
Doma. We’re backed by over 100 offices, 1000 trained professionals, machine intelligence and patented 
technology so that you can deliver an unforgettably positive closing experience. 

Margaret Liebes
Managing Escrow Officer
512-302-3892
margaret.liebes@doma.com

©2022 Doma Holding, Inc. and its subsidiaries. All Rights Reserved  | TX

Karen Williams
Managing Escrow Officer
512-255-6550
lesley.williams@doma.com

doma.com

Cheers to a New Year

North Austin
5608 Parkcrest , Suite 150 , Austin, TX 78731

Round Rock
1 Chisholm Trail, Suite 310 , Round Rock,TX 78681
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Homesites Coming Soon!
 
Your clients will love this master-planned 
community filled with resort-style amenities.
• Located near the Colorado River
• 5 minutes from Downtown Bastrop
• 20 minutes from the Tesla Gigafactory
• Luxurious swimming pool
• Onsite Lifestyle Coordinator
• Playground
• Miles of nature trails
• Bastrop ISD

Contact us for more information:
512-253-7338 • SalesAustin@mihomes.com

Sign up for the latest community updates:
mihomes.com/TheColony

The Colony
RealtyLine is published monthly by Caxton Publications, Inc.™ as a non-subscription publication 

for the more than 18k+ members of the Austin Board of REALTORS® (ABoR), the more than 1,800+ 
members of the Williamson County Association of REALTORS® (WCREALTORS) and the Home 
Builders Association (HBA) of Greater Austin. 

RealtyLine is a proud member of ABoR, WCREALTORS, HBA and an honorary member of WCR 
Austin Chapter. We are equally proud to be a Major Investor in TREPAC (2019, 2020). 

RealtyLine is not responsible for opinions or facts expressed by non-staff writers or for errors 
and any by-products in advertising or editorial copy. REALTOR® is a registered trademark. The word 
REALTOR® sometimes appears in this publication without the registered trademark symbol (®) to 
save space. Wherever the word REALTOR® appears in this publication, the registered trademark 
should be assumed.

advertising inquiries
(512) 514-3141

submission guidelines
Submit photos, press releases and calendar 

items to tawanna@myrealtyline.com.
All images must be 300 dpi and include a caption 

with first/last name and company affiliation. Press 
releases must be fewer than 300 words. Submission 
items will be included as space allows.

get in touch
info@realtyline.us
P. O. Box 81366
Austin, Texas 78708-1366

visit us online
realtyline.us
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TREC #3304 / TDA #37603

Serving Austin, Central Texas and Surrounding Areas Since 1989
State of Texas Certified Real Estate Inspector 

512-418-6165
INFO@AUSTININSPECTIONSERVICES.COM

SUPPORT LOCAL

PROFESSIONAL RENOVATION
Lily Construction & Renovation
30 years Experience

-OR-
FIRST DIY AS SEEN ON TV
“Our first flip!” We are so proud!
Jim Bob and Betty Jo

We Know! Do You?

 CASH IS

KING
RE
AL
TO
RS

OPTION 1
We will purchase the chosen property for the client for cash and 
then flip it back to them (or assign it to them before closing).

OPTION 2
We will purchase the clients property to free up equity, the 
mortgage and potential contingencies, then the agent lists 
and sells it.  If the property sells for more the difference is 
giving to the client.

is available anywhere you get podcasts.

CLICK HERE — TO LISTEN LIVE!

Join our host Sandy McIlree
(from the #1 show in Austin the JB & Sandy show, now Sandy and Tricia are 
syndicated and The Sandy Show is on 20 stations in Austin and around the U.S.).

Interested in being a guest?
Email: Sandy@AmeriFirst.us

REALTORS

We’ll post it, boost it and sen
d you clips and videos to use

 in your

social media and listing pres
entations!

Webinar every Thursday

Time: 1:30 p.m. Central

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88046739787

Meeting ID: 880 4673 9787

David McMillan | Regional Manager
NMLS 117439
Office: 512.917.8658 | Mobile: 512.917.8658
Email: DMC@AmeriFirst.us
www.themcmillanteam.com

The Bluffs | Clearwater Ranch | Northgate Ranch | Santa Rita Ranch
 The Oaks at Highland Village | The Hollows on Lake Travis
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ACCLAIMED TITLE
IS NOW 
AUSTIN TITLE! 

WWW.AUSTINTITLE.COM

The same great people, the
same great service, the same
great locations! Just More Tools
and Resources for YOU!  

Please start writing Austin Title
in your Contracts and Earnest
Money checks. 
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AMBA Monthly Meeting 
& Installation: 2022 AMBA 
President Jim Sikes

Women’s Council Awards & Installation: Romeo 
Manzanilla, 2022 Women’s Council President Lorrie 

Kennedy and 2022 ABoR President Cord Shiflet

TREPAC Chili Cook 
Off: Jennifer Rhodes, 

Lenora Lambright and 
Sheila Balagia

ROBERT MYERS
rmyers@myersfinancialcorp.com

512.265.3629

Live. Love.

Explore The Bluffs
Look no further than The Bluffs in The Hollows! Dedicated 

to the beauty of the cottage, homes in The Bluffs are 
stunning wood and stone designs that combine a classic 
cottage look with modern architecture and convenience.

Lake Cottages.
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When it comes to providing consistency and efficiency in the 
title industry, Boston National Title of Texas is a step above the rest. 
Taking great pride in providing excellent customer service, the 
BNT team is committed to continuously growing and developing 
its staff and title services through local expertise backed by 
national teams. 

Boston National Title, founded by John Keratsis, 
originally from Boston, has grown leaps and bounds 
since its 2006 launch in Florida. In 2009, the company 
headquarters moved to Charlotte, NC and the first 
branch in Texas opened in 2012.

According to Danny Helms, the current Presi-
dent of BNT of Texas, “since 2012, we have aimed at 
serving Texas through a combination of endless re-
sources, excellent customer service, convenience, and 
technology.” Joining the company in 2018, Helms makes 
it his mission to take the Texas operations to new heights, 
expanding to four locations to better serve the title needs of 
residents in Dallas-Fort Worth and Central Texas. Helms aims to continue hiring amazing people 
and opening more offices. “There is no room for complacency here but rather a constant focus 
on making sure we are aligning ourselves with the latest and greatest for our clients.”

Although BNT of Texas is a nationally recognized company, the goal is always for 
clients to get the “mom and pop” feel of working with a local company, or as is the slogan, 

“National resources locally delivered.” By hiring local subject matter experts to assist cus-
tomers, BNT’s offices exude a culture and environment of a brick and mortar as a reliable 
and local shop should be. 

Since inception, the core values as identified by its founder, have permeated the culture of 
very existence and are based on six key customer-centric principles:

About Our Customers: Customers are the highest priority at all times

Hardworking: Everyone pulls their own weight and doesn’t stop until the job is done.

Honesty: The clients’ trust and the trust in each other depend on honesty

Respectful: Respect is essential to the culture of professionalism and service.

Supportive: Everyone succeeds together by relying on one another and asking for help.

Empowered: Employees are empowered to take the initiative, solve problems, and bring 
new ideas to the table.

There are various “niche” title companies in the Austin area. Each is well-respected and 
successful for varying reasons; some have tech, while others pride themselves on great escrow 
officers or amazing tools and resources. At BNT of Texas, they want to provide it all to serve 
their clients in the best way possible. Helms says, “We treat our escrow officers and sales teams 
like our clients so that they are always motivated and equipped to handle our amazing agents, 
lenders, builders, investors, and brokers.” 

BNT of Texas takes pride in its service to its customers. According to Helms, positive cus-
tomer reviews or an email of gratitude are the ultimate rewards for the efforts of the dedicated, 
loyal team members and “a gift that doesn’t stop giving if you do it right.” Leadership under-
stands that accolades and awards are an excellent acknowledgment of success, but the people 
behind the scenes make BNT of Texas unique in the Austin market. Each of the teams at BTN 
is led by strong, dedicated professionals who have a heart for client satisfaction and proactive 
communication. More than anything, team members collectively strive for BNT of Texas “to 
look, feel and be the best!”

The experienced professionals at Boston National Title of Texas are ready and able to 
provide industry-leading service and quality in the Austin real estate and title market. Find out 
more about how they can help you at www.bnttexas.com.

BOSTON
NATIONAL TITLE

Advertiser Feature with Danny Helms
Written by Rachel Arterberry 

BOSTON
NATIONAL TITLE

National Resources. Locally Delivered.

For More Realtor Information: 
512-643-5400 • BrohnHomesAgents.com

Real Estate Agent Bonus Program available only when your client closes on a home in a participating Brohn Homes community 
pursuant to a contract your client signs and executes on or between 1/1/22 and 12/31/22. Bonus will be dictated by order 
of closing: 3% upon first closing, 4% upon second closing, and 5% upon third closing and thereafter on contracts written by 
12/31/22. All bonuses will be paid at closing. Payments of total commissions and bonuses will only be made to actively licensed 
Texas brokers. Bonus paid to Broker upon client’s successful closing and funding and is based on the original contract price as 
stated in the Purchase Agreement, excluding any Seller incentives, subsequent change orders, re-writes, or upgrades. Broker 
is responsible for all applicable taxes. Since seller reserves the right to modify or discontinue this program at any time without 
notice, please call the applicable sales center in advance to confirm that the program is still in place. Bonus/commission offer not 
valid for Purchase Agreements signed by buyer prior to publication of this advertisement. Commission cannot be used with any 
other special offers. May not be combined with any other broker bonuses or offers. Please see a Brohn Homes Sales Consultant 
for complete details. Clayton Properties Group, Inc. Formerly known and Qualified to do business in Texas as CMH Parks Inc. 
DBA Brohn Homes reserves the right to make changes to pricing, floor plans, specifications, features, dimensions, 
elevations, and incentives without prior notice. Stated dimensions and square footages are approximate and should 
not be used as representation of the home’s precise or actual size. Copyright © 2022 Clayton Properties Group, Inc. 
Formerly known and Qualified to do business in Texas as CMH Parks Inc. DBA Brohn Homes.

New communities, new sections and new move-in ready homes are now selling 

throughout Greater Austin! Schedule a tour today for you and your clients.

SOMETHING FOR  
ALL OF YOUR BUYERS

REWARDS

TOPAGENT

COMMISSION
3%%

PARTNER STATUS
FIRST CLOSING

COMMISSION
4%%

AMBASSADOR STATUS
SECOND CLOSING

COMMISSION
5%%
ELITE STATUS

THIRD CLOSING

TopAgent Rewards™

With new inventory available, your clients’ Brohn home is closer than you think.  
 List price is the for sale price. No auction and no bidding.

COMMUNITIES NOW SELLING
From the $290s - $500s+

LAGO VISTA
LAGO VISTA

HARVEST RIDGE
ELGIN

CASETTA RANCH
KYLE

CLOVERLEAF TRACE
AUSTIN SAN MARCOS

BALCONES
JARRELL

MORNINGSTAR
GEORGETOWN

GEORGETOWN

ARROWPOINT

OPENIN
G SOON!
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[Installations continued from page 14]

JB Goodwin REALTORS 
Awards: Teresa Wallace and 
Buddy Schilling, both of JB 
Goodwin REALTORS

M/I Homes Open House: Michelle 
Zamora; Lauren Hauge and Aldo 
Berduo, both of M/I Homes

TREPAC Chili Cook Off: The 
Sunshine Realty Team
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1/4-ACRE SITES 
with Hill Country Views!

LACIMATX.COM
Non-Age Restricted! All Age Groups Welcome

Models open daily!

NEW HOMES
availableNow!
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TREPAC Chili Cook Off: Cynthia 
Appl of Keller Williams Realty

Women’s Council 
Awards & Installation

AMBA Monthly Meeting & 
Installation: Thomas Vetters III, 

Scott Norman and Michael Scott
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TREPAC Chili Cook Off: Kamry 
Selgrath and David Selgrath

Real Estate Marketing Class: Henry Mateus, 
James Lout, Christopher Deel, Jeanne 

Butterfield of Champions School of Real 
Estate, Daniel Leal, Yvette Rendon

AMBA Monthly Meeting & Installation

Denise Guerrero
VP of Sales

512.844.7572

Christine Scoggins
VP, Business Dev.

512.796.5656

Brian Davis
VP, Business Dev.

214.802.8656

Kylie Prior
VP, Business Dev.

512.947.3445

NATIONAL TITLE SERVICES, LOCALLY DELIVERED.

AUSTIN
7000 N. MoPac., Suite 100

Austin, TX 78731
office: 512.600.9699

GEORGETOWN
215 W. University Ave

Georgetown, TX 78628
office: 512.501.6284

The only way to truly appreciate the BNT of Texas 
difference is to try us out! 
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WCREALTORS Awards & 
Installation: Wes and Kim 
Dale of Realty Texas

Mission Mortgage Leander 
Grand Opening

YMBA Mixer: Rhea 
Bridges, Sarah Cook and 
Jacquline Minier

AUS010122

RECEIVE YOUR REGULAR
COMMISSION UP TO 3%

ON YOUR FIRST CLOSING

FOR FURTHER EXPLANATION ON THIS PROGRAM, ASK YOUR SALES COUNSELOR FOR THE 3,4,5 REALTOR BONUS TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
QUALIFIED SALES MUST BE ORIGINAL CONTRACTS WRITTEN BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 2022 AND DECEMBER 31, 2022. 

RECEIVE A 1% BONUS IN ADDITION
TO YOUR REGULAR COMMISSION

FOR YOUR SECOND CLOSING

RECEIVE A 2% BONUS
IN ADDITION TO YOUR

REGULAR COMMISSION FOR YOUR
THIRD & SUBSEQUENT CLOSINGS

2022
REALTOR INCENTIVE

AUS010122

RECEIVE YOUR REGULAR
COMMISSION UP TO 3%

ON YOUR FIRST CLOSING

FOR FURTHER EXPLANATION ON THIS PROGRAM, ASK YOUR SALES COUNSELOR FOR THE 3,4,5 REALTOR BONUS TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
QUALIFIED SALES MUST BE ORIGINAL CONTRACTS WRITTEN BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 2022 AND DECEMBER 31, 2022. 

RECEIVE A 1% BONUS IN ADDITION
TO YOUR REGULAR COMMISSION

FOR YOUR SECOND CLOSING

RECEIVE A 2% BONUS
IN ADDITION TO YOUR

REGULAR COMMISSION FOR YOUR
THIRD & SUBSEQUENT CLOSINGS

2022
REALTOR INCENTIVE

AUS010122

RECEIVE YOUR REGULAR
COMMISSION UP TO 3%

ON YOUR FIRST CLOSING

FOR FURTHER EXPLANATION ON THIS PROGRAM, ASK YOUR SALES COUNSELOR FOR THE 3,4,5 REALTOR BONUS TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
QUALIFIED SALES MUST BE ORIGINAL CONTRACTS WRITTEN BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 2022 AND DECEMBER 31, 2022. 

RECEIVE A 1% BONUS IN ADDITION
TO YOUR REGULAR COMMISSION

FOR YOUR SECOND CLOSING

RECEIVE A 2% BONUS
IN ADDITION TO YOUR

REGULAR COMMISSION FOR YOUR
THIRD & SUBSEQUENT CLOSINGS

2022
REALTOR INCENTIVE

Scan to check for available inventory (may be subject to 
wait list) or to chat with our online sales concierge.
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Austin Title - Elgin: 
Vanessa Lindsley and 
Julie Glidewell

Women’s Council Awards & Installation: 
Kristin Lancaster of Nextage Lone 

Star Realty; Ronda Gindin, Michelle 
Gundlach and Melia Gardner, all of 

Classic Realty

YMBA Mixer

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT
IS ALL WE DO!

ROLLINGWOODMANAGEMENT.COM

MICHAEL FRANCIS 
BROKER, INSTRUCTOR, 
MPM®, RMP®, TRLS, TRPM
TREC #460192

DEBORAH PAMCHRIS MARCI MATT DANIEL

Get A Management Quote,  cl ick here!

(512) 327-4451

SUCCESSFUL AGENTS 
ARE CHOOSING US!

JAZZ LOUGH SUPPORTIVE TEAM
ENVIROMENT1

We believe  in 
providing a positive 
team environment 

that is reflective of our 
company’s culture

and values.

2GET
APPOINTMENTS

With us, you won’t 
waste valuable time on 

chasing leads

3TRANSACTION
COORDINATOR

We offer contract-
to-close and listing 
coordination assistance 
as a complimentary 
service to you.

You will be part of a 
team that elevates 
brokerage support to 
a new level by offering 
one-on-one coaching, 
top-quality training and 
business planning.

#ElevateWithTheExperts

(214) 995-0139

Agent Development
Manager.

Jazz@AustinRealEstateExperts.com
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Offices!
Down the road & around the cornerDown the road & around the corner

Lake Travis
1921 Lohmans Crossing Road, Suite 200

Austin, TX 78734

O: (512) 337-0800 | www.TexasNationalTitle.com

February 11, 2022

Lisa Altamirano
Sales Executive

Direct: (512) 915-3147
Lisa@texasnationaltitle.com

Katie Kirk
Escrow Officer

TeamKatie@TexasNationalTitle.com

Robyn Erwin
Branch Manager / Escrow Officer

TeamRobyn@TexasNationalTitle.com

NNew ew Lake Life Closing Adventures Await!Lake Life Closing Adventures Await!

We’re Moving LocationsWe’re Moving Locations
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Heri tageTit leofAust in.com

BUILDING AUSTIN TOGETHER  
ONE CLOSING AT A TIME

Est. 1984

ROLLINGWOOD  |   DOWNTOWN
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